Washington city is the heart of the re-
public. It is the center of the energies of
the American people. Not always Is Wash-
ington thus thougkt of, because It 13 not
here that the rumble of great trade beats
on the ear. 1t is not here that black fogs,
belched from red furnaces, pour from the
stacks of foundries, factories and mills.
It is not here that hordes of men and
women and children, too, rush along the
street as though haste were the goal of life,
It is not here that time Is thought too
precious for men to draw a natural breath
or land too dear to give to a flower or a
tree. But for all this, Washington s the
heart of the republie. It i{s the palitical
heart “from which the Influencds flow that
determine the destiny of tre natlon.” Every
throb Is felt throughout the Union. It is
hera that the chief functlons of the body
politie are performed, and it {s on the prop-
er performance of these functions that
civie health depends. Here It {s that
money, which makes the pulse of the na-
tion throb, is authorized and ereated. Here
it 18 Infused Into the arterles of trade, glv-
ing life and health, force and vigor, warmth
and color to all the people. And, when It
has run {ts course, when It has becoma old
gullled and contaminated, it Is to W«
ton that it comes to be renewed, r

or redeemed. Worn and defaced,
effaced, It comes In; bright, fresh and
young again !t goes out to strengthen all

the organs of trade, commerce or other in-

dustry in the performance of thelr

tions. Thus, as the bleood of a man |}
or repasses through his heart, so the blood
of the nation to which that wonderful

*h we cail money
d, passes and re-

medium of exchange v
has been so often 1K«

passes through the heart of the republic.
True, the mints where gold and silver,
nickel and copper, are milled In discs and
stamped with legends which make them
everywhere welcome, are not in Washing-
ton. They are In Phlladelphia, New Or-

leans and San Franeclsco—subordinate clties.
But these mints, preclous foundries that
whey are, are only brancheas of the great
money-making establishment—the Congress
@nd the treasury at Washington.
Nation's Money Center.

Money s one feature of Washington
#hich excites much comment. *“What
€lean money you have here,” say visltors
from the south, visitors from the north,
visitors from the west, as they hand forth
a frayed and frazzled, greasy, grimy bill,
tattered as a battle flag, and recelve in ex-
change currency that is erisp and erinkling,
as lustrous as the shimmering metal It
stands for—new currency cleanly dressed
in white and black, green and yellow,
with a seal, which on some bills is as
blue as the Danube Is sald to be In song
and story, and which on other bills is as
rosy as the sun when It sinks behind the
hilla of Arlington. “Filthy Ilucre” is a
phrase not often heard in Washington un-
less In description of paper money from
other parts of the country.

The vast treasure chest of the nation is
in Washington. Not only is it here that
mlils of Midas boom and whirl as they
reel off miles of stuff which men mistake
for happlness, but here also are stored
dazzllng heaps of gold, the money of ulthk
mate redemption, money the world over
in all that the word money means, Then
thers are mounds, almost mountains of sil-
ver and great bales of paper currency plled

bale on bale. All representative of that
vellow prize for which the world strives.
Washir n {s the Manchester of money.

Money is talked of and thought of in Wash-

ington In vaster sums, In vaster amounts
than In other eltles. “Whereas In other
citles men speak of milllons, liere In the
white plle upon the hill stateamen and

other members of Congress speak of hun-

dreds of milllons and sometimes a billlon—
for army, fur navy, for penslons, for In-
ternal improvements, or legislative, execu-

tive and judiclal expenses—and they talk
in these mighty flgurea several months each
year, and the slze of thelr talk grows big-
ger as the nation expands. It Is at the Cap-
ftol Indeed where hears flgures of
speech. It is at the other end of Penn-
where the warrants are
drawn authority given for the
disbursement those great sums. When
the New York banks get pinched, where do
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they turn for cash? To Washington. In
which direction do they cast thelr langulsh-
ing gaze when they need money and have
bonds to sell? To Washington. This much

of Washington as a money center,
Head of the Republie,

Washington Is not only the heart of the
republic; It is also the head of the re-
publliec. It i8 In Washington that ideas on
government are crystallized. It is here that
thoughts on government take sensible form
and definite shape. And government is a
subject which affects every man, whether
he lives in the plnes of New England of
among the popples of the Parific slope,
whether he lives In the sage and grease
wood of the northern deserts or a:nong the
palmeito of the flatwooda or the saw-
grass of the everglades. ldeas on govern-
ment may take verbal form elsewhere and
everywhere; men may speak out In meet-
fng and orate In conventlon, but if these
Meas are to take the form of law which
shall apply to all men from frontier to fron-
tler and from one to the other of the seas
that “flank’” the Unlon, such form must be
given them at Washington, and If a law bé
made In the legislature of one state or In
the Congress of all the states, It is for an
sugust tribunal of black-robed, grave and
severend judges, sltting at Washington, to
determine whether such law is In conson-
ance or conflict with the Constitution, and
therefore whether such law shall stand or

fall. It is at Wash!lngton where problems In
government and the people’s representatives
meet face to face; great doctrines enun-
clated and policles made of effect. It Is
from Washington that orders are promul-
gated which change the mail schedule at
Sitka or fire a cannon at Key West. An
order Issued at Washington is heard half
way around the world, and obeyved frome
San Juan to Manila. Washington is the
focal point for the wvisicn of men who
would be statesmen, and the ecity s the
shrine to which gravitates tlie ambition of
men who seek honor (and profit) in the
service of the people.

Washington began Its carecer under aus-
pleious condittons as the ecapital of the
Ereatest of all republics—and might It not
be written without characterization as pro-
vinelal conceit—the greatest of all govern-
ments? Its progress for 102 years has been
satisfactory; f{ts future is glorlous with
promise. Washington, unlike so many cap-
Itals, @td not become a capital by accident.
Nor vet did it become a capltal because it
was a convenient ulace, affording accommo-
dation for the odicers and offices of govern-
ment. It did not. It became a capital In
spite of Its lack of the feature of conve-
nlence. Washington was born a capital. As
a capital Washington was the result of pre-
meditation, deliberation and design on the
part of the fatlers of a permanent republi-
canism, and whose wisdom we still cher-
ish.

Eite of the Capital.

The great citles of the United States—and
some that were not great—in the eighteenth
century wanted to be the seat of the Ameri-
can government. But the wise men of the
nation withstood the claims and clamor of
the cities, saying to them: “We will have
none of you. We would have as a capital a
city more regular and harmcnious in Its
beauty, more methodieal and consistent in
its plan, more serene in Its environment, and
less strenuous than thou. We will go Into
the forest and erect a capital from the bot-
tom up, a capital where the people from all
sections of the Unlon may meet on common
ground, a capital that shall grow in gran-
ceur as the years go by—a capital that shall
grow as the whole natlon grows.” These
wers the men of whom the President is
fond of saying: “They had iron in their
blood; they were not weaklings."

Then another contention arose. The north
wanted the capital In the north and the
south would have it in the south. There
was no far west 8s we understand the
phrase, and but little middle west. The
rorthwest territory was in a raw, a very
raw state. Tha savage was still so. When
the s'te of Washington was chosen Tennes-
see was not a state, Neither was Ken-
tucky. When the meat of government was
removed to the territory of Columbla Ohio
was not a state. Vincennes was as far away
as Juneau 1s. Arthur St. Clair was the gov-
ernor of lands further off than Cebu. The
Ereat mass of population of the TUnited
States was along the Atlantic seaboard,
from eastern Massachusetts to southern
Georgla. There was no objection to a site
for the capltal on the Potomac river at the
confluence of the Anacostla, on the basls
of geographical centrality. It was also
close to the center of population, which,
in 1800, was eighteen miles west of Balti-
more.

Roving Capitals.

Washington admits that It i3 today not
near the center of population, which is in
Indiana. But If it were a part of the capi-
tal’s duty to keep near the center of popu-
lation In the United States the capital
would have to bealways on the move. Wash-
Ington admits also that it is not at the
geographical center of the U'nited States,
but this Is not the fault of Washington.
Wash'ngton was there. It is the geographi-
cal center, and not Washington, which has
moved. Washingion did not know that a
dozen states were to be erected out of the
half mililon miles of territory obtained
from Great Britain In 1783; that nlne full
states and half of Colorado were to be
carved out of the Louislana territory; that
three and one-half states were to be taken
from Mexico, three more built on territory
clalmed by discovery and settlement: or
that Spaln was golng to yleld Florida and
give up islands on two sides of the earth.
Certainly not. If the American capital
were today plcked up and set down, or
torn down and bullt up, on the geographi-
cal center it would have to be moved just
as soon as the dominlon of Canada and
Mexlco come Into the great American
Unlon.

Representative City.

The southern location and environment
of Washington and the mighty Infusion of
northern and western elements during
and gince the civil war has made of Wash-
ington a c¢ity more representative of all
the Union than any other in the Unlon.
Suppose Washington had been blazed out
of some wilderness In the north? It would
have been a northern eity. If the issue of
the war had been as it was, there would
have been no mighty Influx of southern
people to the nation's eapital. If the capi-
tal had oeen at the north the south would
£tlll have fought on Internal lines and the
natlonal eapital would not be surrounded
by red, historic battleflelds, sacred acreg
that glve Inspiration to all Amerlcans.

Volumes have been written and spoken
on the subject of the government of Wash-
Ington. It Is anomalous. But there has
been much anomaly in the government of
the United States, due to compromise be=
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tween what Is ldeal In the theory of pop-
ular self-government and expedient In the
application of that theory. Men have rarely
been able to give practical application to
the academlc dicta of doctrinaires. Wash-
Ington has had eeveral forms of govern-
ment, and the end s not yet. Congress 18
authorized by the Constitution to “‘exercise
exclusive legislation, in all cases whatso-
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten
miles square) as may by cession of particu-
lar states and the acceptance of Congress
become the seat of government of the
United States.'"

The Municipal Government.

When the District of Columbla, then de-
nominated the Territory of Columbia, was
ceded by Maryland and Virginia to the
government of the United States, the terril-
tory was put under the superintendence of
three commissioners. This style in govern-
ment esubsisted until 1802, when the city of
Washington was Incoporated, its executive,
who was appointed by the President of the
United States, being styled president, and

its legislature was called a council, the
members of which were elected by the
citizens. In 1820 a mayor, elected by the

people, was substituted as the city’'s chief
maglistrate for the *‘president.” In 1571
a territorial form of government was
instituted for the District of Columbia,
the governor and members of the upper

housze of /tha local legislature Leing ap-
polnted by the President and ths mem-

bers of the lower house being elected by
the citizens. Thils form of government sub-
sisted until 1874, when the executive au-
thority of the District of Columbia wad
lodged iIn a board of three Commissioners,
appointed by the President of tha United
States. A bill is now pending In Congress
proposing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which amendment would give to the
District of Columbia representation in the
House of Representatives, Senate and elee-
toral college,

The government of the District of Colum-
bia, as at present it is administered, may
not be perfect, but Is satisfactory to a vast
majority of the governed, in that the ad-
ministration of affairs is clean, orderly,
progressive and free from scandal. Can
New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Cinecin- 1
natl, Bt. Louls, Minneapolis and othef
American munleipalities truly say this of
their government?

Relations to Nation.

The primary responsibllity for the sup-
port and development of the  natlonal capi-
tal {s upon the nation; and Congress, not
the people of the federal district, fixes the
amount of the latter’s tax contribution to-
ward the cost of the capital's malntenance.
It was with the understanding that the
nation should bulld a magnificent ca?!:ni
at its own expense that the orlginal own-
ers of the land on which Washington stands
yielded thelr right of self-government and
donated to the natlon flve-sevenths of the
area of the city., The nation was to relm-
burse {tself In part from the sale of the
lots donated. With thls understanding the
capital was planned and lots sold by the
general government. Washington was to be
the city of all Americans and not ‘the city
of Washingtonians. The nation violated
its obligation and for three-quarters of a
century the people of the District bore
nearly the whole burden of the cost of
creating the capital. It was not until 1878
that the nation proceeded to a partial ful-
fillment of its original agreement. In that
year the contribution of the local taxpay-
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ers toward the expsnses of the capltal was
fixed by law at one-half.

On the surface of things, thls arrange-
ment appears fair, but under the agreement
the people of Washington make a double

contribution. Paying natlonal taxes, direct
and indirect, they contribute their propor-
tionate share of the natlonal money ex-
pended on the eapital, and as local tax-
payers they contribute an amount equal
to that supplied Ly the people of the United
States, Including themselves. Thus they
pay taxes on both slics of the partnership
and are doubly taxed without representa-
tion. They are citizens only for the pur-
pose of taxation and milltary service.

While the nation .up to 1878 exacted an
excessive and oppressive gontribution from
the local taxpayers toward the upbuilding
of the capital, and since that date has re-
quired all that could be equitably demanded,
it has failed to ecarry out fully iis own ob-
ligations toward the capital, having neglecct-
e€d these obligations for three-fourths of a
century and not offering now to reimburse
payments made on {ts account during this
season of neglect.,

For more than thirty years, the nation
expended less than $700 a year on streets
and avenucs, wiﬂ-.’_‘r_i.'-were its excluslive prop-
erty, whereas, during that period the nation
realized $700,000 fram the sale of donated
lots, the proceeds from which had been
pledged for the benefit of lmprovements,
but were not so éxpended.

From 1790 to 1878, according to the report
of a Secretary of the 'goasmry, the Dis-
trict of Columbla expendéd §14,000,000 more
than the Unlted States In the Improvement
of streets and other worlr which should
have been done by the general government.
In addition to this sum $25,000,000 was
spent by the people of the District on local
government, schools, gnd for other munici-
pal purposes. The Distriet In assuming the
burden which {he nation shirked brought
itself to virtual bankraptey In 1835. A
committee of the Semate reported in 1835
that this condition was brought about by
the people of the District, entering upon
expenditures, ‘through motives of public
spirit, which did ‘ot properly beiong to
them. In recreating the city after 1870, ex-
penditures were again ‘borme by the people
of the District, which did met justly belong
to them.

Washington’s Physical Growth.

The physical growth of Weshington has not
been startling, but has been steady. The
clty has not arlsen in a night. Neither has
any other enduring city., There have been
many towns In America whose history
might be summed up as a'vacant lot today,
a bunch of shacks and wickiups tomorrow,
and heaps of tin cans'‘naxt day. But Wash-
ington, like Rome, was mot bullt in a day.
It has had a little ‘more than one hundred
years' growth, and it has the growth to
show for Its age. ©One must keep in mind
that the site of sthe capital was selected not
because of Its avallability for trade and com-
merce. Trade and commerce were dis-
tinctly what the fathers of the republle
and the founders of the national canital da-

sired to get away from. And they succeeded.
Naturally, though, as the capital expanded
and population increased and business
grew, until Washington has numerous man-
ufactories and streets llned with stores,
gome of them as fine and many of them as
well stocked as may be seen in clties big-
ger and more boastful of enterprise than
Washington. Washington is the com-
mercial metropolis for a large population in
northern Virginia and southern Maryland.
Bhips bring to her docks lumber from
ports on the South Atlantic and Gulf
of Mexico, asphalt from Trinidad, {ice
and laths from Maine and New DBruns-
wick. And from her docks gail ships
bearing heavy —cargoes of coal (in
normal times) to principal ports on the At-
‘lantic seaboard. Improvement in progress
and projected in the Potomac will make
easier the access between Washington and
the sea.
Transportation Lines.

In the matter of steam railroads Wash-
ington is well served. Trunk lines radiate
north, east, south and west, while a num-
ber of branch lines make a gridiron over
the ambient country. Fast trains at fre-
quent intervals give quick communication
between Washington and Important eities,
and scores of way trains run Iin and out
of the city for the accommodation of
dwellers in the territory within Washing-
ton's ‘‘sphere of Influence.”” The steam
roads entering Washington transport to
and from the city the largest crowds that
assemble on the American continent. Every
four years a throng from all America
surges into the capital to attend the in-
auguration of a President. Twice within a
decade the G. A. R. encampment has been
held here, and the conclaves of the Tem-
plars, Pythians and others have met here.
A natlonal convention of some kind is a
daily happening in Washington. A great
plan for the improvement of raliroad ter-
minals is imminent of autkorization by Con-
gress and certaln preliminary work has
been entered upon by the Pennsylvania and
Baltimorse and Ohlo railroad companles.
This will give to Washington a rallroad
station equal to any in the United States.
The plan provides for the elimination of
crossinga at grade, and this disposes of a
problem which wvexes most cities of the

Union.
Street Railway System.

Washington has shown the way to all
other citles In the construction, equipment
and conduct of street railroads. The horse
car and the cable car disappeared so long
ago that one’s memory of them grows faint.
The undergromnd electrle system s em-
ployed on all lines In the city. The over-
head trolley pole and wire have been ban-
ished, and to the credit of the city be it
sald, these crudities and obstructions never
galned any considerable foothold here,
Washington is perhaps the only Amerlecan
city—certainly the only city of Importance
on the western- continent—where the citi-
zens were wise enough and strong enough
to prevent street rallway corporations
marring the sireets and avenues with an
unsightly tangle of trolley wires. It re-
quired a stern fight to do this, but the peo-
ple of Washington did it. It is only the
question of a little time when every aerial
wire, telegraph and telephone In the ecity
will be neatly tucked away in a terra cotta
‘conduit beneath the street.” Washington's
cars are clean and costly, and are main-
tained painted and burnished. At night they
are brightly lighted by incandescent lamps
and in.-cold weather electrie heaters furnish
warmth, Open cars are substituted for box

cars in summer. An eleciric bell is con-

venient to the hand of each passenger. The
cars travel fast and as a rule are close to-
gether. Tle-ups are Infrequent and repalr
service prompt. Herding of passengers
such as may be seen during rush hours
In New York and Chicago Is unknown
here. A ticket of one line Is good on every
other llne, and the system of transfers ls
generous. One may ride from end to end
of the District for one fare, which Is four
and A quarter cents If a passenger buy a
quarter's worth of tickets, Employes are
uniformed, civil, patient and efficient. An
uncivll or impati<nt conductor does not long
retain his position. Riding for pleasure In
the open cars is a summer diversion prac-
ticed by everybody In the District. It is a
model street car system and immensely
popular with the people.
Washington Architecture.

In &rchitecture Washington presents a
broad field for study and contemplation.
All the architecture in the city is not good.
Nor Is it in any other city. Every picture
must have shadows. They emphasize the
lights. There are more fashlons of archl-
tecture represented in Washington than are
represented 1n Notre Dame as deseribed
by Vietor Hugo, We have the severe and
the ornate, the clas=zic anigd the up-to-date,
the ground-floor dwelling and the steel-
frame skyscraper, the Dorle, Ionic and Co-
rinthian, the Gothiec and the Renalssance,
the Ainerican Colonial, the Moorish and a
thousand variants and combinations of these
styles. We have beauty and ugliness in
brick, granite and mortar—"'pocems In mar-
ble” and rhapsodies Iin rock. There is the
Capltol, wide, massive, majestic, grand In
its strength and grace, happy In its har-
mony of weight and lightness. Thero I3
the Library of Congress, one gigantic cube
of sculpture, insplring at once in richness
and chastity—a reminder of what other
publle bulldings might be, but are not.
Then there is the penslon office building.
Yes, gentle reader, there it 1s—a geometric
plle of brick with a barn roof. There is
the patent office, Its pallid features mellow-
ing with age—simple and elegant—a bulld-
ing that directs one's thoughts back 2,500
years to the time when Doris was a factor
in Greece. There Is the old Post Office De-
partment bullding, symmetrieal In outline,
mellow in color, a reminder of old Corinth.
Then there s the new Post Office Depart-
ment building, overgrown, awkward and
ungainly. And then to think of the time
wasted In its construction! And some per-
sons say tlme s money! There 1s the
White House, simple and democratle, char-
acteristic of an age in our life and man-
ners when a man could be hospitable with-
out being imposed on as an *“‘easy mark.”
There is Smithsonian Institute, with point-
ed arches and mullloned windows, cold and
austere in Its Gothicism. One could easily
mistake it for a medieval monastery or
feudal castle.

Changes in Architecture.

The sky line of Washington has under-
gone a marked change in one decade. For
vears the SBun buillding, the Calro and the
Loan and Trust buuding were the only ex-
amples of private architecture which boldly
towered high above their neighbors. But
this is not the case now. The building reg-
ulations of the Distriet limit the height
to which bulldings may be constructed,
and this prevents the erection of
structures of unsightly tallness and elim-
ness. The heizght to which a private
building may be carried is dependent on
the width of the street and on whether
such street is a business or a residence
street. On a business thoroughfare having
a width of 160 feet the limit to a building's
height Is 90 feet above the grade of that
strfeet. The inspection of buildings to deter-
mine the strength of construction and the
soundness of materials entering into them
is severe, and no condition like that of
which the press of Chicago have recently
complained has ever affected Washington,
Bulldings are also subject to Inspection by
the fire and sanitary departments.

In private architecture there is a varlety
whielr keeps one's eyes alert. In New
York in 'the millionaires’ district there 1s a
weariness of brownstone. The rich man’s
district In New York has been dismal In
brownstone for a century. As tradesmen
have driven him from the southern to the
northern part of the city he has taken his
brownstone front with him. The new
Yorker is always particular about his front.
In Philadelphia there is a monotony of com-
pact rows of red brick and white facings. In
Baltimore there are more compact rows of
red brick, each with a little white marble
stoop at its door. There Is no such dull uni-
formity in Washington. Though ground is
valuable, grass and shrubbery are grown
about the houses, as 1s the case in San
Francisco, Richmond, Charleston, Savan-
nah and smaller cities. On some of the res-
{dence stireets here there is a wealth of
front yard and side lawn suggeslive of
Michigan avenue and an abundance of foli-
age suggestive of Euclid and Commonwealth.
avenues. There Is individuality in the houses.
The Townsend house at the Intersection of
Massachusetts and Florida avenues Is as
unlike the Henderson house on 16th street
north of the boundary as the new house of
Mr. Walsh on Massachusetts avenue is dis-
similar from the Bean homestead on Colum-
bia Heights. There Is no tenement dis-
trict. There is 2 Chinese quarter, an Ital-
fan quarter, a Greek quarter and Ghetto
to lend a charm of diversity. KEast and
west of the eity, laborers, whose day's wage
uumonmmmmmmj

go to school and church and the mother
keeps house Instead of working out. Washe
ington is a home city.

Growth of Apartment Houses.

A feature of Washington, but a feature
common to all the big citles, {a the growth
of apartment houses. Twenty years ago
the Portland was about the only *“flat”
house In the District, and it is doubiful if
it did not have more the character of an
hotel than an apartment house. The Port-
land was followed by the Calro. There was
a pause for a few years, and then the flat
madness or the flat saneness, according to
one's opinion of the subject, came over the
people. It was a contaglon or a suggestion,
a curse or a blessing, contracted from New
York and Chleago. Apartment houscs
sprung up everywhere, and are still springe
ing up. Dwellings have been converted and
are belng converted Into flat houses. The
number of restaurants has apprecialily in-
creased, and the all-night eating place has
become common, whereas twenty years ago
there were only about two places In the
District where a man could get coffee and
a sandwich after midnight. Cosmopolitan=
Ism or metropolitanism has come rapldly,
over the old town, until now even the
gentleman with a red walsteoat and &
bolsterous cravat has less and less cause to
utter his complaint that Washington Is "am
overgrown village.” The development of
the hotel Industry In Washington has been
remarkable. Just llke other clitles, it had
hostelries of the solid, comfortable olden
type, whose rich food, wholesome food,
bountiful food, well-cooked food and ade-
quately served food was known from Sandy
Hook to Point Lobas. There were hotels
in old Washington that with the Ilast
generation ranked with the Barnum of
Baltimore, Girard of Philadelphla, old
Planters' of St. Louls, old Monongahela of
Pittsburg, old St. Charles of New Orleans,
Brunswick and Windsor of New York, Par-
ker House In Boston and Galt House in
Loulsville. The new era In hotels seems to
have opened with the Palmer House, Chi-
cago; Palace, Ban Francisco, and New
Southern, Bt. Louls. Then the east came
to the front and the uptown New York
houses were bullt. Washington was a little
slow in falling Into line, but the city has
hotels now which In architecture, appoint=-
ments and service vie with the best. But the
older houses, whose speclaltles are bread,
meat and comfort, and not onyx, silver, cut
glass and sumptuousness, are doing business
at the old stand. If Washington ever was
provincial, as some of her critics have
charged, that charge cannot now be made

wich truth.
A City of Books.

In books and In the reading of themt
Washington {8 at the top of the list. There
{s a shelfful of books in Washington equal
to every man, woman and chlid in any other
city. First, there Is the Library of Cone
gress, which recelves two coples of every
book copyrighted, which isequivalent toevery
book published in the United States. Over
a million books are there, from Eibles and
Korans and Zend-Avestas and Vedas writ-
ten by hand on parchment a thousand years
ago to a yvellow-back bit of fiction hustled
off the press but yesterday. It is opulent
in the possession of books dealing with
sacred and secular sclence. There I8 not
anything In the line of published fact or
figment, about men, things or nothing, that
cannot be drawn down from the shelves,
racks or stacks of this wast bookery.
Then there is the library of the Army Medi-
cal Museum, the largest medical library in
the world. There are the rich scientific le
brarles of the Smithsonian, Botanle Gar-
dens, the Naval Observatory, the law Il
brary of the Supreme Court, thal useful l-
brary known as the House document room

nd Senate document room, the City Hall
library, the library of the 8tate Depart-
ment, the Interlor Department, the War De-
partment, the Navy Department, the Agri-
cultural Department; libraries In al! the de=
partments, and a library in most of the bu-
reaus of each department. One must not
overlook the private librarles of the host
of statesmen active and retired, and of the
government sclentists who dwell here, Then
there Is a rare llbrary at Georgetown Col-
lege, and other librarles are In the nebular
state at the Catholic University of Amer-
fca, the Episcopal University and the Meth-
odist University. Washington's mun!eipal
publie circulating library has 43,000 books, &
number which is fast Increasing, and is
soon to be housed In the new building do-
nated by Andrew Carnegie. Washington is
a book arsenal.

A vast amount of Information iz poured
into the ear of the Washingtonian or the
visitor who will listen. There are debates
in Congress, arguments In the Supreme
Court, free readings for the blind, open
lectures by the National Geographle So-
clety, the Anthropological Society, the Eth-
nological Soclcty, the Geological Soclety, the
Biological Society, the Chemical Society, the
Botanical Society and a dozen other assocla-
tions of sclentific men, most of whom are
in the service of the government.

Washinzton has not gained general recog-
nitlon as an art cemter, but there is plenty
o2 art In the ten-mile square. The Corcoran
Art Gallery is rich in art works, canvases,
marbles 2nd brenzes, and the collection s
rapidly increasing. Publle statues erected
with patriotie Intent are on every side
There is & great number of parks, and
nearly every park has its statue. There are
even statues without parks, as, for instance,
Lincoln before the city Mall, Peace monu-
ment, Garfleld In Maryland avenue, while
Hancock, Rawlins, Albert Plke, Bcott and
Lauther stand on mere grass plots. Statues
of Jackson, Lafayette and Rochambeau all
find a resting place in one square.

Washington is a great city and will be
the grandest capital on earih.




